
  

House Energy and Commerce Committee Considers 8 Opioid-Related Bills 

 

The House Energy and Commerce Committee indicated the need to address the opioid epidemic is its top 

priority of the year. As such, the Health subcommittee started debate on eight bills to address controlled 

substance enforcement and patient safety. Most of the bills are bipartisan in nature, with a couple that 

raised concerns. The Committee Chairman Greg Walden (R-OR) intends to hold two additional hearings 

on opioid-related bills. Here is a list of the measures discussed this week: 

 

 H.R. 2063, from Rep. Brad Schneider (D-IL), which would expand pain management treatment guidelines. 

The bill requires doctors to receive 12 hours of pain management education every three years. Rep. 

Michael Burgess (R-TX), a former physician, raised concerns that the bill not be punitive in its approach to 

doctors who prescribe pain pills. 

 H.R. 2851, from Rep. John Katko (R-NY), which would help law enforcement stop the importation and 

trafficking of drugs like fentanyl. Some Democratic members expressed concern that the bill gives the 

Attorney General too much broad authority in the bill. 

 H.R. 4275 from Reps Mark DeSaulnier (D-CA), and Earl “Buddy Carter (R-GA), which would help 

pharmacists detect fake prescriptions. 

 H.R. 5041, from Reps. Tim Walberg (R-MI), and Debbie Dingell (D-MI), which would help hospice workers 

to dispose of unused medications in deceased patients’ homes. 

 A discussion draft from Rep. Carter (R-GA) and Rep. Cheri Bustos (D-IL) that would help clarify 

telemedicine waivers. 

 A discussion draft from Reps Ryan Costello (R-PA), and Rick Nolan (D-MN), that would modify federal 

law to improve dispensing of implantable and injectable therapies, to cut down on abuse. 

 A discussion draft from Reps. Gregg Harper (R-MS), and Doris Matsui (D-CA) that would make it easier 

for patients in rural areas to access treatment at community mental health or addiction treatment centers. 

 A discussion draft from Rep. David Kustoff (R-TN) that would make it more difficult to traffic synthetic 

drugs like fentanyl. Some Democratic members raised concerns that the bill would give the Attorney 

General broad overarching enforcement authority. 

Other bills that will be up for discussion before the House Energy and Commerce Committee in the near-

term include: 

 H.R. 1554, Jessie’s Law, from Reps. Tim Walberg (R-MI) and Debbie Dingell (D-MI), that would make sure 

doctor’s have access to a patients prior addiction history, per their consent. A Senate version of the bill, S. 

581, passed last year. 

 H.R. 4284, The INFO Act, from Rep. Bob Latta (R-KY) would improve the availability of data and federal 

funding related to the opioid crisis. 

 A bill by Rep. Richard Hudson (R-NC) that would require the Government Accountability Office (GAO) to 

study new technologies for opioid disposal. 

 

White House Holds Opioid Epidemic Summit 

 

President Trump and White House officials held an opioid epidemic summit on Thursday to continue the 

discussion on what needs to be done to reduce the deaths and prevent further addiction. As part of the 2-

year budget deal, Congress will include another $3 billion each year to address the opioid epidemic.  

 

Congress and the administration are determining how to dedicate those funds. HHS will dedicate $750 

million to researching non-opioid pain treatments at the National Institute of Health (NIH). Another $1 

billion will go to the NIH for further research. 



 

HHS Secretary Alex Azar encouraged the nation’s Governors to approve medication-assisted therapy and 

waivers to end the prohibition on Medicaid paying for more than 16 beds for in-patient treatments in 

mental health hospitals. 

 

President Trump committed to rolling new policies in the coming weeks. 

 

For more information, contact: Karla Avalos. 


