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74% increase in opioid deaths in Arizona since 2012
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Emergency Declaration

On June 5, 2017, 

Arizona Governor Doug Ducey declared a 

State of Emergency 

due to an opioid overdose epidemic
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ADHS Response Activities

Opioid Surveillance

June 15, 2017 – October 18, 2018

Updates posted at www.azhealth.gov/opioid
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Chronic pain was the most common pre-existing condition for 

overdoses determined to be due to opioids during review. 

Schizophrenia or schizoaffective 

PTSD

COPD

Cancer

Diabetes

Suicidal ideation

Bipolar disorder

Anxiety

History of substance abuse

Depression

Chronic pain
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Reported Pre-Existing Conditions for Verified Opioid Overdoses: 
June 15, 2017-June 14, 2018
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2017 Opioid Deaths, Bureau of Health Statistics
County # of Opioid Deaths Rate of Opioid Deaths/100,000

Apache < 10 N/A

Cochise 17 13.2

Coconino 10 6.9

Gila < 10 N/A

Graham < 10 N/A

Greenlee < 10 N/A

La Paz < 10 N/A

Maricopa 576 13.6

Mohave 31 14.8

Navajo < 10 N/A

Pima 176 17.1

Pinal 33 7.7

Santa Cruz < 10 N/A

Yavapai 19 8.4

Yuma < 10 N/A
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A Healthy Pima County. Everyone. Everywhere. Everyday.

Overdose Deaths in Pima County, 2017

•Overdose accounted for 282 deaths (up from 263 in 
2016)

•Male (69%) v. female (31%)

•Single drug (52%) v. multi-drug (48%)

•Overdose is the cause
•89 % (or 250) of accidental deaths
•8 % (or 23) of suicide deaths
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2016 Medical 

Examiner Report
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Compared to…Pima County Overdose Deaths by 
Age-Group, 2016  

2016 

Medical 

Examiner 

Report
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Compared to…Pima County Overdose Deaths by 
Age-Group, 2017 
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http://rethinkrxabuse.org
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ADHS Response Activities

Prescribing Guidelines Update

Healthcare providers can 

request free printed guidelines 

online at 
azhealth.gov/OrderRxGuidelines

or download online:

azhealth.gov/opioidprescribing
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http://www.azhealth.gov/OrderRxGuidelines


From Toolkit to Online Modules

vlh.com/AzPrescribing
Alyssa Padilla



REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
OUR PROGRESS
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REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
OUR PROGRESS

To redefine pain + addiction as 
multidimensional, interrelated 
public health issues…

…a whole-person 
interprofessional approach 
with a community and systems 
perspective.

Arizona Pain + Addiction Curriculum Summit

For Faculty https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/painandaddiction
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REDUCING OPIOID DEATHS
OUR PROGRESS:  Task Force Recommendations

Controlled Substances 
Prescription Monitoring 
Program (CSPMP)
• Improve registration 

process 

• Implement CSPMP Add-on 

• Enhance communication

• Enhance 
marketing/training

• Enhance staff support to 
optimize use of the CSPMP

https://pharmacypmp.az.gov/

New Training Videos
• How to register, use

• Understand patient report

• Look for Rx’s filled

• Look up multiple patients at one 
time

https://pharmacypmp.az.gov/


Arizona opioid Epidemic act
Senate bill 1001

Signed January 26, 2018
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Arizona Opioid Epidemic Act

Highlighted Provisions

• Good Samaritan Law

• $10 million for treatment

• Hospitals to refer for 

behavioral health services

• Reporting of treatment 

capacity

• Medical student education

• Continuing education 

• Warnings on pill bottles

• Time limits for prior 

authorization

• Restricts dispensing by 

prescribers, including 

veterinarians

• Pharmacists to check the 

PDMP

• E-prescribing in 2019

• Criminal penalties for fraud by 

drug manufacturers

• Counties designate one 

location to drop off legal or 

illegal drug & drug 

paraphernalia
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Arizona Opioid Epidemic Act

Prescribing Limits

Limit opioid dose levels 

to less than 90 

MME/day for most 

patients, with 

exemptions

Place a 5-day limit on 

initial opioid prescriptions, 

and 14 day limit following a 

surgical procedure. 
Limit would not apply to 

individuals being treated with 

opioids in the last 60 days A dose of 50 MME or more 

per day doubles the risk of 

overdose death, compared 

to 20 MME or less per day. 

At 90 MME or more, the 

risk increases 10 times.

The probability of long-term 

opioid use increases most 

sharply in the first days of 

therapy, particularly after five 

days.
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RESULTS

NUMBER OF OPIOID PRESCRIPTIONS

40% decrease
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RESULTS
WE’RE SEEING GREAT PROGRESS
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RESULTS
CHECKING THE CSPMP

Percentage of Prescribers who had “lookups” in the Controlled 

Substances Prescription Drug Monitoring Program (CSPMP) 

January 1, 2017-May 31, 2018 prior to prescribing   
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Treatment

85624

Results

Treatment Locator
http://rethinkrxabuse.org
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http://dumpthedrugsaz.org
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Take Action
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