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Facilitated by the Pima County Health Department 

In Attendance  

5 Youth Violence Prevention Coalition Youth Ambassadors present 

 

Ann Yellott, Culture of Peace Alliance     Itzayana Leyva, Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation   
Brian Eller, Pima County Health Department    Nadia Roubicek, CBCR/THRIVE in the 05 
Carlos Ramirez, Goodwill Metro     Nic Cogdall, Pima County Health Department 
Courtney Waters, UA Southwest Institute for Research on Women    

 
Welcome and Introductions 

Brian Eller, Pima County Health Department, welcomed everyone in attendance and a Youth Ambassador lead the group 

in a round of introductions.  

 

Youth Ambassador Intake Process  

As part of the Youth Violence Prevention Coalition, the Youth Ambassadors are encouraged to take part in recruiting 

peers to participate in the YVPC. As part of the recruitment process, the Youth Ambassadors will use an intake form, 

which the YVPC participants were asked to provide input on. Currently, the form includes fields to collect demographic 

information, tools to gauge interest in participation, previous experience, and an overview of roles and responsibilities 

for the youth participants. The group provided the following suggested changes and additions:  

 Inclusion a field for individuals to provide their pronouns  

 One question asking about involvement in other clubs and organizations appears twice  

 Placing the volunteer overviews with more detail at the top of the intake form  

o Include an acknowledgement that the person filling out the form understands the expectations of the 

group  

 Asking if there are other obstacles that would prevent someone from participating in meetings  

These edits will be incorporated into the intake form. Additionally, the group suggested that the forum also be recreated 

electronically to allow for more room to fill in the answers while reducing the amount of paper needed.  

Making Power Moves 

Two of the Youth Ambassadors shared their experiences with being asked to present at a state-wide conference, in 
which they were invited to submit a proposed presentation. After submitting the presentation proposal, they 
conference organizers informed the Youth Ambassadors that their topic is similar to other presentations and 
recommended that the youth present on youth engagement, a topic that they had no experience with and were not 
interested in. This recommendation by the conference organizers made the youth feel tokenized as they felt the only 
reason they were invited to participate is because they were youths. The youth recognized that there will be other 
opportunities and that there is no sense in presenting if they were not able to talk about anything that they had subject 
matter expertise in and encouraged the reset of the group to be able to say no to professional experiences if they felt 
they were not being respected and to push for what they want.  

Brian Eller reiterated the need for youth input and collaboration on youth-lead initiatives and shared Roger Hart’s 
“Ladder of Youth Participation” in which the highest levels of the ladder maximized youth participation in which they 
share decision making with adults and the activities are youth initiated and directed.  
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Conference Planning 

Brian Eller lead the group in an activity in which the group attempted to identify conferences that YVPC participants 
could present their work. Individuals are encouraged to send any conferences that they identify to Brian at 
Brian.Eller@Pima.Gov 

Building Empathy and Compassion for Perpetrators of Violence  

The group continued their discussion of building empathy for individuals that have engaged in violence in some form 
against another person. One of the first steps is starting the conversation to help understand all aspects of the issue. In 
order to do this, establishing connections with the community. One approach to developing these connections described 
by one of the Youth Ambassadors involved going out in the community and distributing naloxone as part of Thrive in the 
05. The group noted that having meaningful conversation can be difficult and that the inclusion of data may not be as 
impactful as the way it is framed.  

Update 

Brain Eller will be sending out a Doodle poll to help YVPC participants identify a time that they can be interviewed as 
part the ongoing evaluation for the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention’s (CDC’s) Youth Violence Prevention 
(YVP) Training and Technical Assistance (TTA) Initiative. The purpose of the interviews is to gather input from the 
community about local youth violence prevention efforts.  

Next Meeting 

YVPC meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month. The next meeting will be held on: 

Date: Thursday, November 15th, 2018 

Time: 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Location: Metro Goodwill, located at: 300 N 4th Ave, Tucson, AZ 85705 

 

Adjourn  
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