
    Community Health Improvement Planning  
                                 Youth Violence Prevention Coalition Meeting   
                                 Meeting Minutes – Thursday July 19, 2018  
                                 2:00am-3:30pm  
                                        Metro Goodwill Youth Program: 300 N 4th Ave, Tucson, AZ 85705 

 

Page | 1 

 
Facilitated by the Pima County Health Department 

In Attendance  

4 Youth Violence Prevention Coalition Youth Ambassadors present 

 

Brandy Finley, Pima Council on Again   Nadia Roubicek, CBCR/ASU School of Social Work     

Brian Eller, Pima County Health Department   Nic Cogdall, Pima County Health Department 

Christopher Stewart, Youth Group Leader   Violet Krieger, Southern Arizona AIDS Foundation 

Maria Rodriguez, Planned Parenthood  

   

Welcome and Introductions 

One of the YVPC Ambassadors welcomed everyone in attendance and a round of introductions was done. A copy of the 

agenda was provided to the group in attendance.  

 

Reviewing Meeting Guidelines 

The YVPC Youth Ambassadors presented the guidelines for the YVPC meetings that were introduced at the last meeting. 

These guidelines serve as a framework for discussion that promotes mutual respect and a culture of change for the 

coalition. Guidelines include:  

 Showing up on time, let others know if you are going to be late  

 Communication as a foundation   

 “Ouch, Oops”, convey feelings, particularly if something upsets you, hold yourself accountable and take 

responsibility for any transgression  

 Teamwork is necessary to build a foundation for change  

 Be open to adding your voice  

Additionally, the group added another guideline:  

 “We will call each other out and practice humanization to reduce stigma and objectification”  

o This is to reduce toxic masculine behaviors like catcalling 
 

Youth Violence Prevention Ambassador Topics  

Three topic areas were provided by the YVPC Youth Ambassadors for discussion:  

 Discussion of the show “Wyatt Cenac’s Problem Areas”  

 Naloxone and the role of the Youth Violence Prevention Coalition  

 Mandatory Reporting Concerns  

“Problem Areas”  

The group began a discussion of the HBO program “Wyatt Cenac’s Problem Areas,” in which writer and comedian Wyatt 
Cenac examines contemporary issues in America. In particular, Cenac focuses on violence and law enforcement issues, 
including issues of police shootings and criminal justice reform. Key items from the YVPC Ambassador discussion include:  

 Oftentimes, the Ambassadors feel they are viewed as a potential threat when a police officer does a ‘threat 

assessment’ because of how they are perceived. As a result, the police may opt for lethal force  
Threat assessment: a process designed to identify individuals of concern, investigate individuals and situations, and 
assess the information gathered.   
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 Several of the Ambassadors shared personal experiences in which they had weapons pulled on 

them by police or used on someone that they know 
 The threat, or use, of lethal force leads many of the Ambassadors to believe that the police are 

trained to be afraid of the communities that they serve  
 This heightened sense of danger, coupled with the asymmetry of power may result in increased 

violence  
o The Ambassadors also expressed frustrations with how their appearance impacts how law enforcement 

interacts with them, this includes:  
 Many of the Ambassadors feel that their physical size and skin color makes them targets  
 To combat these perceptions, one of the ambassadors noted the need to “humanize ourselves” 
 Prejudices may lead authority figures to over react, resulting in an escalation of the situation  

o The group also felt that there were few consequences for the use of lethal force, if any  
 Firearms should be used as a last resort and should be discouraged  

o The group in attendance expressed interest in becoming involved with a citizen advisory committee to 
have a say in the training and recruitment process to ensure that the right people are hired 

 The group also concluded that any youth representative that participates in the advisory 
committee would have to be level-headed and demonstrate the qualities that the group would 
like to see in uniform  

 The group wanted to identify trainings that are culturally competent and reduce the fear 
impulse   

 The group also discussed the idea of accountability vs. impunity within policing  
o Everyone wants to go home at the end of the day, and should be held accountable for their actions  
o Police should know the communities that they are serving and are accountable to 

 The group ultimately decided to pursue the following actions:  
o Draft guidelines for desirable characteristics in a service officer  
o Suggest training guidelines for current and future service officers to meet   

Naloxone   

Naloxone is a drug used to counteract the effects of an opioid overdose. Once administered, naloxone can cause severe 
withdrawal symptoms and emergency response services should be contacted immediately after naloxone is given. 
Naloxone is typically administered via syringe in the arm or leg. A nasal spray is sometimes available but is not always as 
effective.  

 The group in attendance discussed organizing a Naloxone training for the Youth Ambassadors 

 The group wanted to ensure that the YVPC Ambassadors would be allowed to administer naloxone to someone 
who is overdosing under the current Good Sumerian Laws, particularly to individuals under the age of 18 

 At present, Sonoran Prevention works is the largest single distributor of naloxone in Pima County  

The group will continue to explore the naloxone training topic at the next meeting.  

Mandatory Reporting  

Per last month’s meeting, the group discussed concerns regarding the mandatory reporting. The YVPC Ambassadors 
noted that there is a significant stigma associated with ‘snitching’ and mandatory reporting could serve as a liability 
which has the potential to escalate an already volatile situation.  
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Members of the group noted that individuals that must engage in mandatory recording must do so or they are 
committing a felony. To address this, vague language can be used to avoid putting any one individual at risk.   

Due to time constraints, the mandatory reporting discussion will continue into the next meeting.  

Upcoming Trainings and Events, General Update  

 At the next meeting, the YVPC Ambassadors will review the group’s action plan. This action plan outlines the 
goals, objectives, strategies, and tasks the group will work to accomplish over the next 3 years. The group will 
incorporate feedback from the Youth Ambassadors to ensure the plan reflects their interests.  

Next Meeting 

YVP Coalition meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month. The next meeting will be held on: 

Date: Thursday, August 16th, 2018 

Time: 2:00 - 3:30pm 

Location: Metro Goodwill, located at: 300 N 4th Ave, Tucson, AZ 85705 

 

Adjourn  


